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Kovalchuk A. Institutional Bases of Cooperation between Local Government and Po-
litical Parties

Participation in the state administration processes is the main purpose of every political party.
At the moment, when a political party becomes the subject of the state policy, it begins to perform
its leading role, which in the development of its ideal structure means establishment of a dialogue
between society and state. Political party conveys interests that are formed in different social
groups to the state and local governments. At the same time, due to the activity of political parties,
the state is changing itself, because the form of the state, to certain extent, depends on political
parties that form the state party system, in the process of cooperation with the government and
each other.

Politological research of coordination between the parties and government in the course of his-
tory of democratically mature countries and politically developing countries clearly indicates that
the most important role is gained by those political parties that are able to find necessary means to
consolidate democratic forces, which in its turn creates preconditions for further progressive devel-
opment of the whole country and stabilization of political instability. Thus, the study of the mecha-
nisms of cooperation between the political parties and government, and observation of the chal-
lenges that form the political parties by the government mentioned above, is an important trend in
the development of political science. However, researching this issue at the national level cannot
provide a clear structure or characteristics. Fundamentals of interaction should distinctly be re-
viewed at all governmental levels.

The aim of the article is to analyze institutional bases and legal framework of cooperation be-
tween local government and political parties at all levels.

Political parties acquire particular importance in the process of implementation of citizens’ rights
and interests, as well as in the formation of governmental authorities at different levels, including
the system of local self-government. Political systems of Western and Central European democrati-
cally developed countries can be a remarkable example to illustrate this issue. They are considered
as political democracies and the key role in their structure is devoted to the parties.

It should be noted, however, that in the parliamentary democracies of aforementioned Euro-
pean Confederation regions, political parties play a significant role in the intermediary system as
they are the only to set both in society and in the governmental system. In this case, social con-
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solidation is done through the local political branches, while in the governmental system - through
the representatives of parties in parliament and government.

When analyzing the functions of cooperation between political parties and local authorities, it is
necessary to mention the ideological function of the modern party in the context of establishing
and developing the local government. It is of vital importance because parties are initiated in the
process of development and, consequently, become direct creators of various theories of self-
governance.

In our research we pay attention to the cooperation that occurs between the representative
bodies of municipal government and political parties during the formation of local councils. In mod-
ern Ukrainian legislation parties and elections are correlated formally and functionally at all stages
of the electoral process at the local level.

The most important issue, concerning the local governmental structure, is the process of im-
provement of its mechanisms and practices of direct democracy, such as citizens’ participation in
the activities of local government.

To conclude, we may claim that the structure, in which the country’s authority in general and in
local government exists, largely depends on the parties’ cooperation with government and each
other to form the state party system. Problems that exist in national state formation extend be-
yond the institutional status. Modern challenges that local governments and political parties face,
require a detailed study and further implementation in the legal field.

Participation in the state administration processes is the main aim of every political party. Con-
sidering the fact, that the advocates of power in the state are the highest state authorities that are
responsible for the adoption of the right political decisions and appointment of the executive power,
we may state that political power belongs to the parties that provide work force for the higher state
bodies. Social importance of this problem lies in fact that the difference between the ideal model
and the reality of the political parties development in modern Ukraine prevents them from being a
decisive force in the formation of the state elite, which determines the quality of managerial deci-
sions, to comply with modern standards of good governance. Thus, the research of cooperation
between government and political parties at all levels is vital for building flourishing state based on
democracy.

Key words: political party, local government, party system, cooperation, political culture, po-
litical interest.


