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Kovalenko E., Grevtsev O. Legal Framework for the Regulation of Cross-Border
Cooperation

The article examines the legislative support cross-border cooperation; analyzed legal framework
for the regulation of cross-border cooperation in Europe; identified key legal documents in the field
of cross-border cooperation, adopted in Ukraine.

Today in Ukraine has formed a fairly well-developed legal framework on cross-border cooperation,
which includes: legal instruments of the Council of Europe, which were ratified by the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine and became part of national law; other acts of national legislation (laws, regulations,
etc); agreement on transfrontier co-operation, and the like. The legislation of the European Union,
which has become more actively applied in the border regions after the introduction of a new Tool
neighbourhood of the European Union can serve as a basis for further development of cross-border
cooperation taking into account the recommendations of the Council of Europe and European Union.

Regulatory and legal framework of cross-border and Euro-regional cooperation in Europe is
quite developed and is based on a strong institutional basis. The basic normative documents of
cross-border cooperation is the European Outline Convention on Transfrontier Co-operation
between Territorial Communities or Authorities and the two additional protocols. Madrid Convention
on Transfrontier Co has a basic character because of its international legal status. This is the
second article of the Convention defines the term “cross-border co-operation between Territorial
Communities or Authorities. “In accordance with the provisions of this article “cross-border
cooperation means any joint action to strengthen and deepen good-neighborly relations between
Territorial Communities or Authorities, under the jurisdiction of two or more Contracting Parties,
and to conclude this purpose any necessary agreements or arrangements”.

National legislation on cross-border cooperation Ukraine includes primarily the Law of Ukraine
“On cross-border cooperation” [15], international treaties, conventions, charters ratified by
Ukraine, bilateral and multilateral agreements signed by Ukraine with its neighbors.

The main legal act that regulates cross-border cooperation Ukraine is the Law of Ukraine “On cross-
border cooperation” (  1861-IV of 24 June 2004). It was adopted in order to regulate the conclusion of
local governments and local authorities on cross-border cooperation agreements and their
implementation. The provisions of this law defines the contents of cross-border cooperation Ukraine.

The peculiarity of the Law of Ukraine “On cross-border cooperation” is that it defines the
objectives, principles of state policy, rights and responsibilities of cross-border cooperation
principles and forms of state support, financial resources for cross-border cooperation. Of particular
importance is the fact that such a law regulating cross-border cooperation, has none of the
European countries, which, in turn, are guided in this matter the provisions of the Madrid
Convention 1980 January 21, 2010 was adopted Law “On making Amendments to the Law of
Ukraine “On cross-border cooperation”.

Key words: cross-border cooperation, interterritorial cooperation, territorial communities, local
self-government, European standards, cross-border transactions.


