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Olenkovskaya L. Foreign experience of the organization and the effective functioning
of inter-municipal cooperation

This article is devoted to the actual research questions concerning formation and manifestation
of intermunicipal cooperation in individual countries, where this form actively functions. So, the
topicality of this article is apparent.

The article discusses the practices of foreign countries concerning integration of municipal for-
mations in alliances and associations; possibility of use this practice in Ukrainian legislative sphere.
Great attention was paid to the international practice in the organization and support of local com-
munities’ cooperation, the most perspective to repeated use organizational forms of intermunicipal
cooperation in Ukraine were examined in this work.

Some aspects concerning institutionalization of local governments’ cooperation are considered.
Specific attention was paid to the experience of European countries, which are unitary in their
forms. It was analyzed both the performance of special formations – associations, corporations,
alliances, which have the status of legal persons; and the performance of local community associa-
tions on the contractual basis.

The article showed the problems, faced by countries with extensive experience in intermunicipal
cooperation, concerning the introduction of this form of integration at the local level.

The author analyzed a large number of scientific sources both foreign and Ukrainian authors.
The basic forms of cooperation were investigated, they are:
– Purchase of “large” municipality services by “small”  municipalities;
– The creation of organizations for the implementation of specific areas or projects, controls

which include representatives from several municipalities (typical examples are the companies
which provide transport services);

– Partnership between several municipalities in the implementation of great projects.
The problem which is set in the article has a reasonable connection both with scientific and

practical tasks of today’s Ukraine.
Key words: inter-municipal cooperation, local self-government, interregional and trans-boarder

cooperatin.


