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Palchenkova V. Institute of Reconciliation in History and Theory of Criminal Law in
Ukraine

Today, there are more and more appeals to strengthen the penalties, especially the increase of
terms of imprisonment, expanding the number of crimes to which may be prescribed life imprison-
ment and even the return of the death penalty. The research of the penalties institute in criminal
law gives reasons to believe that criminal penalties are and will remain, although not the only, but
necessary and one of the main means of combating the crime. However, the practice of appoint-
ment and implementation of long-term imprisonment surely indicates that the violence of sanctions
and the increase of penalty does not bring the desired results. Moreover, the more policy inclined
to state repression – the more crime is widespread.

The article deals with the problem of historical continuity of ideas of national reconciliation in
the state-legal tradition. The research of monumental works of th Lithuanian-Russian law, the
Hetmanate, the lands of Austro-Hungarian and Russian empires gives all grounds to assert that
reconciliation in the Ukrainian lands continued to take place as an alternative means of dispute
resolution for centuries.

The versatility and efficiency of the conciliation procedures for resolving disputes and conflictsis
substantiated. The possibility and the need for conciliation-compensation measures in the criminal
law to achieve justice and stability in the society is pointed out.

Key words: crime, compromise, criminal law, punishment, victim, reconciliation, justice, society.


