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Nakonechna A. Some Fundamental Issues of the Law Impact on Human Needs
The article is devoted to some fundamental issues of the law impact on human needs. Any phe-

nomenon that can be designated by the term “law” is generated eventually by the specific needs of
human existence and development. However, not only the needs determine the origin, existence,
structure and development of law, but the law also has a significant reverse impact on human
needs. This impact can be discovered, in particular, in that the law causes: a) the content of cer-
tain human needs; b) a set of means of needs gratification and a choice of such means in particular
situation; c) the development of a hierarchy of human needs.

The law has a reverse influence on the content of human needs, on its development and
change. That is, not only such needs are the source of the law content, but also the law can be the
source of the content of human needs. The mechanism of such reverse influence is implemented
through the“acquisition” of values which are new for the particular society by the law and through
the further developing by the law such need of its “addressee”, which are based on the values im-
plemented. It is shown the so-called instrumental-and-denoting value of law. Such value is that the
legal rules nominate, denote and indicate those phenomena which are designed to meet the needs
of various subjects from the state perspective and therefore belong to the property. The law itself
plays the role of a value, because it meets the individual needs in information and orientation.

Apart from specifying the content of needs, the law has a reverse influence on the set of means
of needs gratification and a choice of such means. Function as an orienting point, that is, indicating
what actions and in what order should somebody do to meet a particular need, the law determines
the means to meet it, and the choice of certain means in particular situation.

Having influence on the perception of certain phenomena as values, the law determines the
needs for these phenomena, suggesting a particular hierarchy of such needs. This form of the im-
pact of law upon the human needs explains its “instrumental-and-commensurate”value and it is
implemented by a number of legal means.

Key words: law, human needs, the impact of law on the needs, content requirements, means
meeting the needs hierarchy of needs.


