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Kogotyuk V. Practical Recommendations for the Adoption of European Standards of
Public Administration of Electoral Process in Ukraine

Problem setting. Nowadays in Ukraine the question of whether the national electoral
legislation and practice meet with the international electoral standards, is very important. For
Ukraine as a democratic country, that proclaimed the constitutional and legal principles a the state,
it is impossible to exist without free and democratic elections that is corresponding to the
recognized international standards of electoral rights and freedoms of all participants in the
electoral process and the electoral process in general.

Recent research and publications analysis. The research of the problem of improving the
proper organization of the electoral process and issues of the efficiency of public administration in
this area were engaged by: R. Aksakova, O. Kovalchuk, A. Kolodiy, M. Nahod, B. Raykovskyy,
M. Rybachuk, M. Ryabov, A. Savkov, S. Serohina, and I. Fetyesku, U. Hromova and others.
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However, the researching of problems adopting EU standards of public administration of the
electoral process in Ukraine can not be considered exhausted.

Paper objective is to development of practical recommendations for the adoption of the
European standards of public administration of electoral process in Ukraine in order to improve the
efficiency of public administration in this area.

Paper main body. Ukraine is in the search of an optimal model of electoral system and
virtually every new election leads to adoption of a new system every time. One of the main reasons
for this situation is that in independent Ukraine, as in the former Soviet Union, electoral laws were
always belonged to the ordinary law, that made it possible to change them by a simple majority of
MPs. Therefore we consider appropriate that the type of electoral system must be specified in the
legal document of the highest legal force - Constitution of Ukraine. By the procedure of amending
the Constitution Ukraine is close to the so-called “hard constitution”, that is why this proposal will
make it impossible to make frequent and unjustified changes and manipulation of domestic
electoral system, thus do not confusing voters and other electoral subjects by crucial changes of
“rules” during and the eve of the electoral process.

We believe that it is necessary to enforce the principles of European electoral process, including
the following:

– “Open lists” while the proportional election system;
– “transparency of financing” the political parties in the electoral process;
– The rational use of media in information support of elections.
We also note that the formation of election commissions is one of the major problems in the

public administration of electoral process. Moreover, election commissions (except CEC) in Ukraine
in practice formed from people, who do not have the appropriate training to work in the
commissions, that has negative affects for the quality of decisions taken by the Commission and
the organization of the electoral process in general. That is why training and preparation of election
commission members is very important and urgent problem in order to improve the administration
of electoral process in Ukraine.

Conclusions of the research. Summarizing, we note that to overcome the existing problems
and inconsistencies it must formulated a clear theoretical basis for the state election administration
considering European standards in this area; a proper legal basis (we think it is important to unify
the electoral legislation, developing unified electoral code); improve the structure of election
administration bodies; to ensure improvement of professional skills of members of election
commissions at all levels; transparency (transparency) of the electoral process; improvement the
territorial organization of administration of the electoral process (it is a rational, lawful and fair
determination of constituency boundaries based pan-European experience that is built on the
fundamental principles of public administration of electoral process, in particular the principle of
equal opportunity in this case).

Key words: electoral process, state election administration, the adaptation of the European
standards of public administration of electoral process.


